Developing Skills for the TOEIC Test Vocabulary
Unit 1 
Gerunds and Infinitives
Part 1

wave (v) to raise your arm and move your hand from side to side in order to make someone notice you
soundly (adv) if you sleep soundly, you sleep deeply and peacefully:
The baby slept soundly all night. 

bartender (n) someone who makes, pours, and serves drinks in a bar or restaurant
tear (n) something down: to destroy a building deliberately:
A lot of the old tower blocks have been torn down to make way for new housing.

graffiti (n) drawings or words that are painted, or sprayed on walls or other surfaces in public places: The walls are daubed with graffiti.
Part 2

dresser (n) a piece of furniture with drawers for storing clothes, sometimes with a mirror on top [= chest of drawers British English]
Part 3
check out (phr-V) to leave a hotel after paying the bill:
• We'll be checking out later this morning.

dial (v) to press the buttons or turn the dial on a telephone in order to make a telephone call: • I think I dialed the wrong number.
original (n) a document, work of art, etc. produced for the first time, from which copies are later made:
Send out the photocopies and keep the original.
• His painting is a copy; the original is in Madrid.

Part 4
rafting (n) the sport or activity of travelling down a river on a raft:
scenic (adj) surrounded by views of beautiful countryside:
sunshine (n) direct sunlight: direct rays of the sun, producing heat and light
tournament (n) a competition in which players compete against each other in a series of games until there is one winner:
coordinator (n) sb who organizes the way people work together in a particular activity
faculty (n) a department or group of related departments within a university 

department (n) one of the groups of people who work together in a particular part of a large organization such as a hospital, university, company, or government:
a departmental meeting

semester (n) one of the two periods of time that a year at high schools and universities is divided into, especially in the US:
the spring/fall semester
Part 5
afford (v) to be able to buy or do something because you have enough money or time;

I don't know how he can afford a new car on his salary. 

[+ to infinitive] I can't afford to buy a house. 

 consider (v) to think carefully about something: 

Don't make any decisions before you've considered the matter. 

infer (v) to form an opinion that sth is probably true because of information that you have

infer something from something:
A lot can be inferred from these statistics.

inform (v) to officially tell someone about something or give them information
deform (v) to change or spoil the usual or natural shape of something
reform (v) to improve a system, law, organization etc by making a lot of changes to it, so that it operates in a fairer or more effective way:
Plans to radically reform the tax system

whereabouts (n) the place or area where someone or something is:
He showed great reluctance to reveal his whereabouts.

be opposed to something: to disagree with something such as a plan or system:
Part 6
schedule (n) a plan of what someone is going to do and when they are going to do it

on schedule (=at the planned time)
schedule (v) to plan something to happen at a particular time

be scheduled for something:
Her first album is scheduled for release in September.
be scheduled to do something:

• They are scheduled to arrive at noon.
Part 7
lawn (n) an area of ground in a garden or park that is covered with short grass:
I spent all morning mowing the lawn (=cutting the grass).

fertilizer (n) substance aiding plant growth: an organic or synthetic substance usually added to or spread onto soil to increase its ability to make/support plant growth
strengthen (v) to become stronger or make something stronger [≠ weaken]:

shrub (n) a small bush with several woody stems
tilt (n) a movement/position in which one side of something is higher than the other:
knob (n) a round handle or thing that you turn to open a door, turn on a television etc:
interest (n) the extra money that you must pay back when you borrow money
The interest on the loan is 16 % per year.

How much are the monthly interest payments?

interest rate (n) the Percentage amount charged by a bank etc when you borrow money or paid to you by a bank when you keep money in an account there

Unit 2 
Auxiliary Verbs
Auxiliary verb [also  Auxiliary] a verb such as be, do and have used with main verbs to show tense, etc. and to form questions and negatives (Oxford Dictionary)

In the question ‘Do you know where he has gone?’, ‘do’ and ‘has’ are auxiliaries. 

Auxiliary verb: a verb that is used with another verb to show its tense, person, mood etc. In English the auxiliary verbs are 'be', 'do', and 'have' (as in 'I am running', 'I didn't go', 'they have gone') and all the modals (Longman Dictionary)

Part 1

logger (n) someone whose job is to cut down trees [= lumberjack]
Part 2
cordless (adj) not connected to its power supply by wires: a cordless phone/drill
available (adj) something that is available is able to be used or can easily be bought or found:

Tickets are available from the box office.

guest (n) customer:  somebody who pays to use the facilities of a hotel, restaurant, etc …
Part 3
stand (n) place for waiting vehicles: a place where taxis/buses stop and wait to pick up passengers: 
There's a taxi stand on Glen Road.
familiar (adj) often seen or heard and therefore easy to recognize:
I couldn't see any familiar faces in the room.
elementary (n) American English relating to elementary school [= primary British English]
Part 4
remind (v) to make someone remember something that they must do:
remind somebody of something: 

That song always reminds me of our first date.
janitor (n) American English someone whose job is to look after a school or other large building [= caretaker British English]:
cruise (n) a journey by ship for pleasure or for naval purposes
exotic (adj) unusual and interesting because it is related to a foreign country
Part 5
errand (n) a task that somebody goes somewhere to carry out for somebody else:

He often runs errands for his grandmother.
Part 6
owe (v) to feel that you should do something for someone or give someone something, because they have done something for you or given something to you:

He asked for help from a colleague who owed him a favour.

Part 7
spreadsheet (n) a computer program that can show and calculate financial information
appreciate (v) used to thank someone in a polite way or to say that you are grateful for something they have done:

Thanks ever so much for your help, I really appreciate it. 
coupon (n) a small piece of printed paper that you can exchange for something or that gives you the right to buy something at a cheaper price than normal:
redeem (v) to fulfill a pledge or promise: to do what you have promised that you will do
facilities (N-Plr) rooms, equipment, or services that are provided for a particular purpose:
reputation (n) the opinion that people have about someone or something because of what has happened in the past
fancy (adj) expensively priced or highly valued
leisure center (n) a public building where people can go to do sports and other activities in their free time 
be/get involved (adj) to take part in an activity or event, 
I don't want to get involved in some lengthy argument about who is to blame.
encourage (v) to give someone the courage or confidence to do something [≠ discourage]:

I want to thank everyone who has encouraged and supported me.

categorize (v) to put people or things into groups according to the type of person or thing they are [= classify]:
The population is categorized according to age, sex, and social group.

affordable (adj) reasonably priced
Unit 3 
Subject-Verb Agreement
Part 1

caviar (n) the preserved eggs of various large fish, especially the sturgeon , which are eaten as very expensive special food
over (adv) finished or no longer in progress:
Is the meeting over yet?
track (n) a path or road a, especially one made by the continual passing of people 
locker room (n) changing room with lockers: a room containing lockers, where people change their clothes for sports or swimming 

wipe (v) to rub a surface with a cloth, etc. in order to clean it
skyline (n) the place where the ground appears to join the sky
abandon (v) to leave a place, thing or person forever 

We were sinking fast, and the captain gave the order to abandon ship. 

elevator (n) American English a small room which carries people or goods up and down in tall buildings [= lift British English]
escalator (n) moving stairs: a set of moving stairs that take people to different levels in a building
Part 2
pay phone (n) a public telephone that operates by putting coins into it 

Part 3
tissue (n) a piece of soft absorbent paper that can be used as a handkerchief or a towel
paperwork (n) part of a job which involves writing letters and reports and keeping records 

Part 4
recipe (n) a set of instructions for cooking a particular type of food

disaster (n) somebody or something that fails completely, especially in a way that is distressing, embarrassing, or laughable
figure out (phr-V) to think about a problem or situation until you find the answer or understand what has happened: 
Can you figure out how to do it?
Don't worry, we'll figure something out (=find a way to solve the problem) 

be (of) no use: to be completely useless:
You can throw those away—they're no use to anyone.
Part 5
faithful (adj) remaining loyal to a particular person, belief, political party etc and continuing to support them::
unique (adj) unusually good and special: [= fridge; ↪ freezer]
illustration (n) a picture in a book, article etc, especially one that helps you to understand it:
The book contains 62 pages of illustrations.
line up (phr-V) to stand in a line or row; to form a queue/line
Cars lined up waiting to board the ship.
struggle (v) try to overcome problem, even though it is very difficult
struggle to do something:
• She's struggling to bring up a family alone.
otherwise [sentence adverb] used when saying what would have happened or might have happened if something else had not happened:

We were delayed at the airport. Otherwise we would have been here by lunch time.

Part 6
pumpkin (n) a very large orange fruit that grows on the ground: 
pumpkin pie
pie (n) baked food with pastry: a baked dish consisting of a filling such as chopped meat or fruit enclosed in pastry and usually cooked in a container
Thanksgiving (n) a public holiday in the US (on the 4th Thursday in November) and in Canada (on the 2nd Monday in October), originally to give thanks to God for the harvest and for health:

napkin (n) a square piece of cloth or paper used for protecting your clothes and for cleaning your hands and lips during a meal [= serviette]
Part 7
cartridge (n) a small container or piece of equipment that you put inside something to make it work:

an ink cartridge for a printer 

accredited (adj) having official approval to do something, especially because of having reached an acceptable standard:
prefer (v) preferred, preferring to like someone or something more than someone or something else, so that you would choose it if you could [↪ preference]:
prefer to do something:

I prefer to wear clothes made of natural fibers.  
qualified (adj) having suitable knowledge, experience, skills, especially for a particular job
qualified to do something
:   The guides are qualified to lead groups into the mountains.
Unit 4 
Verb Form and Tenses
Part 1

cable (n) a plastic or rubber tube containing wires that carry telephone messages, electronic signals, television pictures etc:

channel (n) a television station and all the programmes that it broadcasts:
plug into something (phr-V) to be connected to the supply of electricity or to another piece of electrical equipment:    The DVD player plugs into the back of the television.
wireless (adj) not using wires:
 wireless communications
be/get dressed (adj) to put your clothes on: 
fossil (n) the remains of an animal or a plant which have become hard and turned into rock: 
fossils over two million years old
costume (n) clothes worn to make a person look like somebody or something else, especially in a theatrical performance [↪ outfit]:
statue (n) a figure of a person or an animal in stone, metal, etc, usually the same size as in real life or larger
soldier (n) a member of the army of a country, especially someone who is not an officer [↪ troop]:
charge (v) to rush forward in order to attack someone or something:
The bull put its head down and charged. 

barn (n) a large outbuilding on a farm used to store grain or shelter livestock 
snack (n) a small amount of food usually eaten in a hurry:
Part 2
golf (n) a game in which the players hit a small white ball into holes in the ground with a set of golf clubs, using as few hits as possible:
hamburger (n) finely chopped beef made into a flat round shape that is then fried, often served in a bread roll
weigh (v) measure weight: to find out the weight of somebody or something
biology (n) the scientific study of living things:
Part 3
upset (adj) unhappy and distressed because something unpleasant or disappointing has happened: 
She was really upset about the way her father treated her.
misplace (v) to lose something for a short time by putting it in the wrong place [= mislay]:

Oh dear, I seem to have misplaced the letter. 
organize (v) to arrange something or the parts of something into a particular order or structure: You should try and organize your time better.
locate (v) to find the exact position of something:

We couldn't locate the source of the radio signal.
Part 4
extensive (adj) large in size, amount, or degree:
catalog (n) a complete list of things that you can look at, buy, or use, for example in a library or at an art show:
variety (n) a lot of things of the same type that are different from each other in some way:
The girls come from a variety of different backgrounds.

overturn (v) turns upside down or falls over on its side:


resident (n) someone who lives or stays in a particular place:
interstate (n) wide road that goes between states, on which cars can travel very fast
resume (v) to start doing something again after stopping or being interrupted:
She hopes to resume work after the baby is born.

urge (v) to strongly suggest that someone does something:
urge somebody to do something: 
She urged him to stay.
cautious (adj) careful to avoid danger or risks [↪ caution]:
patient (adj) able to wait calmly for a long time or to accept difficulties, people's annoying behaviour etc without becoming angry [≠ impatient]:
Part 5

Incomplete Sentences
athletic (adj) strong, healthy and good at sports 

analyze (v) to study or examine something in detail, in order to discover more about it 

analysis (n) the examination of something in detail in order to understand it better or draw conclusions from it
analytic (adj) connected with or involving analysis 
Part 6

Incomplete Texts
handle (v) to deal with or cope with somebody or something:
• She's good at handling difficult customers.

checkout (n) the place where you pay for the things that you are buying in a supermarket:
workshop (n) a group of people working on a creative project, discussing a topic, or studying a subject 
attendance (n) the act of being present at a place, for example at school
mandatory (adj) compulsory: needing to be done, followed, or complied with, usually because of an official requirement
trial (n) a test, usually over a limited period of time, to discover how effective or suitable something or someone is 

note (v) to notice or remember something by paying special attention to it

canteen (n) a place in a factory, office, etc. where food and meals are sold, often at a lower than usual price 
remain (v) to stay in the same place or in the same condition:

The doctor ordered him to remain in bed for a few days. 

Part 7

Reading Comprehension

unethical (adj) not ethical: not morally acceptable
charge (v) to ask an amount of money for something, especially a service or activity:

• The cafeteria here charges too much for terrible food.

routine (adj) done as part of what usually happens, and not for any special reason 

administer (v) to give or to provide something, especially in a formal way:
The teacher has the authority to administer punishment.
armband (n) band worn around arm: a band of fabric worn around the upper arm

ultimately (adv) finally, after a series of things have happened 

Unit 5 
Participial Form 
Part 1

exit (v) to leave something such as a room, building, or gathering:
• In the event of a fire, exit the building at the rear. 

inspect (v) to examine something carefully in order to judge its quality or correctness:
story (n) American English a floor or level of a building [= storey British English]: 


dish (n) food cooked or prepared in a particular way as a meal: 
card (n) Card Games a small piece of stiff paper, part of a set, that is printed with symbols or figures and used to play games or tell fortunes [= playing card]:
magician (n) an entertainer who performs magic tricks [= conjurer]
Part 2
earn (v) to receive a particular amount of money for the work that you do:
He did all sorts of jobs to earn a living.

consider (v) to think carefully about something, especially before making a choice/decision

consider doing something: I seriously considered resigning (=almost actually resigned).
career (n) a job or profession that you have been trained for, and which you do for a long period of your life:
career in: career in journalism
translate (v) to change written or spoken words into another language [↪ interpret] 
Part 3
direct (v) to aim something in a particular direction or at a particular person, group etc
The machine directs an X-ray beam at the patient's body. 
extension (n) an additional telephone line or telephone connected to the main line in a building or organization, often having its own number:

co-worker (n) someone who works with you and has a similar position [= colleague]: 
slot (n) a short period of time allowed for one particular event on a programme or
timetable: 
a ten-minute slot on the breakfast show.

Part 4
communications (plr-N) ways of sending information, especially using radio, telephone, or computers:
Modern communications are enabling more people to work from home.
benefit (n) an advantage, improvement, or help that you get from something 
access (v) to find information, especially on a computer:

Users can access their voice mail remotely.

state-of-the-art (v) using the most modern and recently developed methods, materials, or knowledge:
His new laptop is state-of-the-art.

courier (n) something that delivers documents or small and valuable packages by hand:
microbiologist (n) wide road that goes between states, on which cars can travel very fast
resume (v) to start doing something again after stopping or being interrupted:
She hopes to resume work after the baby is born.

urge (v) to strongly suggest that someone does something:

urge somebody to do something: 
She urged him to stay.
cautious (adj) careful to avoid danger or risks [↪ caution]:
patient (adj) able to wait calmly for a long time or to accept difficulties, people's annoying behaviour etc without becoming angry [≠ impatient]:
Part 5

Incomplete Sentences
murder (v) to kill someone deliberately and illegally:

He was convicted of murdering a policeman.

hoarse (adj) having a rough, harsh, grating voice
permit (v) to allow something to happen, especially by an official decision, rule, or law:
Smoking is only permitted in the public lounge.

permit somebody to do something: 

utterly (n) completely - used especially to emphasize that something was very bad, or that a feeling was very strong:
You look utterly miserable.
exhaust (v) to make somebody feel very tired or weak: 

Even a short walk exhausted her.

regrettable (adj) that you are sorry about and wish had not happened [= unfortunate]:
It is regrettable that the police were not informed sooner. 
transfer (v) 1. to move (sb/sth) from one place to another;

2. to pass from one person, group, or organization to another, 
transmit (v) to send an electronic signal, radio or television broadcast, etc

Signals transmitted from a satellite
once in a while : very occasionally: thỉnh thoảng, đôi khi
reckless (adj) showing a lack of care about danger and the possible results of your actions:
He had always been reckless with money.
criminal (n) somebody who has committed a crime:

Society does not know how to deal with hardened criminals (= people who regularly commit crimes and are not sorry for what they do).
Part 6

Incomplete Texts
valve (v) a device for controlling the flow of a liquid or gas, letting it move in one direction only:

fumes (n) smoke, gas, or vapor, especially when unpleasant or harmful:

• a chemical that emits noxious fumes when exposed to air

Part 7

Reading Comprehension

patio (n) a paved area outside a house, 
the ultimate in something (n) the best, most advanced, greatest, etc. of its kind:

• seats that were the ultimate in passenger comfort.

knowledgeable (adj) knowing a lot: 
He's very knowledgeable about German literature. 

recreation (n) the refreshment of the mind and body after work:
the increasing use of land for recreation.

bellhop (n) hotel porter: a man in a hotel employed to carry cases, open doors, etc
Unit 6 
Comparatives and Superlatives 
scary (adj) frightening: causing fear or alarm: It was a really scary moment.
multiply (v) to perform the mathematical operation of multiplication on a number or set of numbers
Part 1

stack (v) put or be in organized pile: to put things one on top of another to form a pile, or be arranged in this way:
mailman (n) a man who delivers mail


doll (n) a child's toy in the shape of a person or baby: 
stuff (v) to fill something by pushing things into it:

• What are you stuffing the cushions with?

Part 2
Part 3
Part 4
honor (v) to show great respect and admiration for somebody or something:
The President honoured us with a personal visit.
innovative (adj) new and creative, especially in the way that something is done:

screenplay (n) the words that are written for a film/movie (= the script ), together with instructions for how it is to be acted and filmed
She won an Oscar for the movie's screenplay.
soundtrack (n) sound recording for movie: the recorded music, dialogue, and sound effects in a movie or video production
script (n) a written text of a play, film/movie, broadcast, talk, etc.:

That line isn't in the original script.

evacuate (v) to move people from a place of danger to a safer place:


• Towns near the nuclear plant were evacuated as a precautionary measure.
campfire (n) fire outdoors a wood fire built outside by campers, for warmth
firefighter (n) a person whose job is to put out fires:

communicate (v) to exchange information, news, ideas, etc. with somebody
We only communicate by email.
Part 5

Incomplete Sentences
particular about/over something: taking great care when making a choice and careful about what you choose:

• They're very particular about the restaurants they go to. 
aide (n) an assistant to somebody in public office or a person who helps another person, especially a politician, in their job:
• a White House aide.
pin (n) a fastener with a sharp metal point designed to pierce the things it is fastening:

utmost (adj) greatest; most extreme: • This is a matter of the utmost importance.
Part 6

Incomplete Texts
in shape (n) the condition of somebody's health or fitness:

• She exercises regularly and is in pretty good shape.
rate (v) a device for controlling the flow of a liquid or gas, letting it move in one direction only:

Part 7

Reading Comprehension

broadcaster (n) a person whose job is presenting/talking on television or radio programmes
comedian (n) an actor who plays comic roles, 
charity (n) an organization for helping people in need
genre (n) a particular type or style of literature, art, film or music that you can recognize because of its special features:
• seats that were the ultimate in passenger comfort.

Unit 7 
Negation 
Part 1

pile (v) to put things one on top of another; to form a pile: 
She piled the boxes one on top of the other.
closet (v) a small room or a space in a wall with a door that reaches the floor, used for storing things
vending machine (n) a machine from which items such as packaged food or drinks can be bought by inserting money
Part 2
stack (v) put or be in organized pile: to put things one on top of another to form a pile, or be arranged in this way:
mailman (n) a man who delivers mail


doll (n) a child's toy in the shape of a person or baby: 
stuff (v) to fill something by pushing things into it:

• What are you stuffing the cushions with?

Part 3
Part 4
organizer (n) somebody who sets up or organizes projects and motivates others to take part 
camcorder (n) a portable video camera and recorder
skateboard (n) a short narrow board with small wheels at each end, stand on and ride as a sport
skateboarding (n) the sport or pastime of riding a skateboard:

extinction (n) a situation in which a plant, an animal, a way of life, etc. stops existing:


• Towns near the nuclear plant were evacuated as a precautionary measure.
handball (n) a team game for two teams of seven players, usually played indoors, in which players try to score goals by throwing a ball with their hand 

Part 5

Incomplete Sentences

show up (phr-V) to arrive where you have arranged to meet somebody or do something

• It was getting late when she finally showed up. 
frequent (v) go somewhere often: to go to or be in a place often
colorblind (adj) unable to distinguish between some colors because of a medical condition

Part 6

Incomplete Texts
circumstance (n) a condition that affects what happens or how somebody reacts in a particular situation
• Circumstances have arisen that make it impossible to continue.
tolerate (v) to allow somebody to do something that you do not agree with or like
no/any longer: used to say that something which was possible or true before, is not now
I can't wait any longer.
He no longer lives here.
undecided (adj) not yet having made a choice or decision
Part 7

Reading Comprehension

access (n) a means of entering or approaching a place 
inventory (n) a list of things, especially items of property, assets, or other resources
whiteout (n) correction fluid 
ream (n) a quantity of paper, formerly 480 sheets but now usually 500 sheets

notepad (n) sheets of paper that are held together at the top and used for writing notes on
a notepad by the phone for messages
entry (n) written or printed piece of information: an item or piece of data included in a list or a book:

There is no entry in his diary for that day.
interfere (v) with something: to prevent something from succeeding: 

She never allows her personal feelings to interfere with her work.
eligible (adj) entitled or qualified to do, be, or get something
Unit 8 
Pronouns and Determines 
numeral (n) a sign or symbol that represents a number
Part 1

lift (v) raise something: to raise sb/something or be raised to a higher position or level
ski (n) one of a pair of long narrow pieces of wood, metal or plastic that you attach to boots so that you can move smoothly over snow 

tram (n) a vehicle driven by electricity, that runs on rails along the streets of a town and carries passengers
Part 2
refrigerator (n) a piece of electrical equipment in which food is kept cold so that it stays fresh
This dessert can be served straight from the fridge. 
petition (n) a written request signed by many people demanding a specific action from an authority or government


Part 3
warehouse (n) a large building in which goods, raw materials, or commodities are stored
hiking (n) the activity of going for long walks in the country for pleasure: to go hiking
reconsider (v) to think about something again, especially because you might want to change a previous decision or opinion:

The company was forced to reconsider its plans for expansion.
Part 4
easygoing (adj) relaxed and happy to accept things without worrying or getting angry:


I wish I had such easy-going parents! 

approachable (adj) friendly and easy to talk to; easy to understand

Despite being a big star, she's very approachable.
Part 5

as far as I know/I can remember, see used to say that you think you know, remember, understand, etc. something but you cannot be completely sure, especially because you do not know all the facts: She lived in Chicago, as far as I can remember.
As far as I can see, you've done nothing wrong.

magnetic (adj) having power of magnet: able to attract iron or steel objects
realistic (adj) practical: seeking what is achievable or possible, based on known facts
• Set realistic goals when looking for a new job.
Part 6

embarrass (v) to make somebody feel shy, awkward or ashamed, especially in a social situation: I didn't want to embarrass him by kissing him in front of his friends.
Part 7

fundraiser (n) a social event or an entertainment held in order to collect money for a charity or an organization
raffle (n) an event in which numbered tickets are sold, some of which are drawn at random to win prizes. The prizes in a raffle are often objects rather than money and raffles are usually held in order to raise money for some cause or organization.
amusement (n) recreational activity: such as a game, hobby, or form of entertainment 
congratulatory (adj) expressing congratulations:
a congratulatory message 
pessimistic (adj) showing expects the worst to happen; 
jovial (adj) cheerful in mood or disposition

stand (n) a table or a vertical structure where things are displayed or advertised, for example at an exhibition:  Oxford University Press's stand at the book fair
clay (n) a type of heavy, sticky earth that becomes hard when it is baked and is used to make things such as pots and bricks
pottery (n) objects that are made by molding or shaping moist clay and hardening it by heating in a kiln, e.g. vases, pots, plates, or sculptured articles 
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